CHAPTER V
1824-1825

THE final week of this eventful Long Vacation was by
far the moil eventful of all, for it saw the second
meeting (or at any rate the second recorded meeting)
between Bulwer and Lady Caroline Lamb. The
acquaintanceship thus renewed developed rapidly into
a he&ic and unreal intimacy, which, while probably
agreeable enough to the jaded emotionalism of an
unbalanced woman, was to have effeft both abiding
and disastrous on the young man.

It may well be that, between the  fir&  meeting
described in Lionel Hastings and the more sensational
acquaintanceship of the autumn of 1824, the two had
been in occasional contaft.    Brocket Park, where the
Lambs lived, is within a few miles of Knebworth, so
that continuing if spasmodic acquaintanceship was
likely enough.    Also there is evidence that the young
Bulwer was at intervals in the lady's mind.    Lady
Caroline seems, while he was ftill a boy, to have pro-
duced for him, as a sort of symbolic portrait, the rather
foolish drawing of a child sitting alone on a rock
surrounded by the sea and entitled Seul sur la Terre,
which is reproduced in his son's biography.1    This
drawing makes a curious reappearance in Bulwer's
history during the following year*    Again, she herself
(although three or four years after the event) declared
that the " Good Spirit " in her novel Ad* Reis had been
drawn from Bulwer ** as I then imagined you/'    Ada
Rets was published in 1823, and " Phaos " the Good
Spirit with " a countenance fair and beautiful " is thus
* Owen Meredith, I. f, p. 358.